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What brought the self-awareness of making mistakes

—the case participant Gina—
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During the project activity, one of the project participants, Gina, responded to my
comment and said my answer was wrong. This made me wonder what made Gina
thinks she was wrong. This is why this report explores the meaning behind Gina’s
expression when she said, “I was wrong.”

When she said she was wrong, she was afraid of expressing herself. In addition, she
felt that she’s not a special person, which maybe related to her anxiety. I inferred

that her anxiety is caused by the fear of having her ideas and thoughts rejected.
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However, Gina gradually started expressing her opinion while making it clear how it
differs from others. Through this process, she was able to find her uniqueness,
which also enabled her to resolve her fear of making mistakes and expressing
herself.

The fear of making errors and self-awareness about one’s mistakes is interwoven
with various elements, but I think it is driven by one’s anxiety.

When this kind of anxiety prevents students of expression and when the correction
of students’ Japanese inhibits self-expression, this is a major problem that should

not be ignored.
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The significance connecting me and Japan
- Focusing on the serendipities experienced by participants through their Japanese

language activities -

By - TRk EE
(MICHIHATA, Teruko « KUDOQO, Rie)
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Focusing on one group in the project, the purpose of this study was to follow the
process of five members writing their reports on the subject of "Japan and me," and
consider the significance connecting them to Japan, in other words, the significance
connecting them to their personal interests. In order to map out the relationship
between themselves and their interests, the members reflected on themselves
through conversational activities and wrote their reports expressing their own
experiences and thoughts. Through this process, it could be seen that the members
discovered aspects of themselves they had not thought about before, as well as
overlaps between themselves and other members. By connecting themselves with
their interests through conversation with others, they were able to encounter others,

see themselves in a new light, and make discoveries about themselves.
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What is the meaning of discovering one’s theme through an online writing project?

B R
(CHUNG, Kyunghee)

B
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TAREFL] LWVHT = TULAR—FEHEFDRRAIATNHIHFT, EDLOHIZ
ENENOT—<IZMEEWN, T—v&2HALTWholzhbtn) FrteRrEiBo7,
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VT VWHEZ, BOORKRTHEK, BROEERERH I TV, 2FY, T—~<
XFEAEOHFIZH Y, THIEFEREHETILA - IOV BRYOFICH-T2DOTH D,

In this report, I try to seek the meaning of discovering one’s theme within the larger
topic of “Japan and myself.” Among all the participant students, I focused on a group
of three. I followed their processes of finding a theme for their group report and
how they confronted their theme as the project developed. In the end, they settled
on the theme: “the road of one’s own.” Within the theme, they wrote about the way
each of them find out the self they want to become, their future plans, their beliefs,
etc. In other words, the theme is inside of oneself and that was inside the reports
they submitted and conversations that were exchanged.

In this way, this project gave priority to the entire life of Japanese learners rather
than emphasizing on a teaching style which has an immediate result, which
produces visible fruits. Therefore, it is not visible to the person in charge how this
project served students and how it affected the students’ futures. This is why, in this
project, I think it is important that the learners themselves continue to discover

their own theme.

P BRfA RS2 A AREEHEWN I > % — (hime_0404_4@yahoo.co.jp)
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The meaning and possibilities of the “Japanese for thinking” project

- A report based on realizing the role of the mentor -

NN 2 - R
(KOYAMA, Izumi * FURUYA, Noriaki)
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Based on the viewpoints of both participant students and mentors, this report
described the activities carried out in the project. It searched for the meaning and
possibilities of “Japanese for thinking.” Specifically, the authors were mentors who
acted as parts of the group. We payed close attention to a certain “Ria”
(pseudonym), focusing on 1) how she discovered her theme and 2) how the mentor
became involved in the process of Ria’s discovery. From these two bases, we
illustrated the process of discovery. In the end, we realized that there were five
levels in the process of realizing what her individual theme was, the theme which
she herself took as very important. Having involved in every level of the process of

discovery, we the authors also gradually came to realize our own role. Based on this
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realization, we considered that this project questions how all the participants of
“Japanese for thinking” faced themselves individually and how they faced others and
tried to mutually understand one another, which we thought it had a meaning for
all the participants. At the same time, it also became clear that the project had the
possibility of offering a place for conversations that stimulated self-reflection mutual
understanding - for the participants as well as for the surrounding people who

became conversation partners for the participants.
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Why did the three people of “Team Omoiyari” reach a better understanding of

themselves?
(N
(MATSUSHIMA, Nari)
BE

[F—2 BN ] O3 NEIATe Y =7 8 [B2257200BKE -AREDE
L-] Z#&27=%. 3 AL [RGB NRro Tt BOICEANM 0] &V ) A %2k~
Do WEZDOZIANIFZZOEIICEI X207 h, ZOIEEOMMAZD L HIZHE
b= D,

IO 3 AND TRIFEHRE ] X° [BBS) TOMF EOLYEY i & 212X
MENLD TEHILTEIBZEZLZON] EWVOMOREICHS T ENGND, 2O
[EDSLTHRIEIFZZEIBILON0] LWIHBWR, ENETHSONRICH T L
EZCWEHBHEOBELOFME, BAoBHICHITLEE2 L), TOME. BB
WZOWTEZDL I Rolc, 2O, AFGAHIZONTERDEWVWIITAIL. 3 A
EoT, THLS) 25D Tho LRI, BL, MEWVWHDOTHLH -T2,

AREETIE, OB DOERIEBMIIEST-BHROLELHBEZ, thEL O
DI 2T DL THHIT 5,

Each of the three members of “Team Omoiyari” made comments that they became
aware of traits of themselves they hadn’t noticed before the project “Japanese for
Thinking — Japan and Myself —-.” Why did they come to think like this and what part
of this project caused them think so?

Reading their reports attentively, the fact that they were always faced with the
question  “why do you think so? ” by others has lead them to change. It can be said
that this question turned the direction of their view from the outside to inside
themselves. They first thought the object of their concerns was outside but as the
project progressed they started to think of themselves. For them, this act of thinking
about themselves was accompanied with difficulty, but at the same time, it was
considered interesting.

This report analyzes the vicissitude of their thinking and its reason that yielded a
better understanding of themselves, by paying attention to the exchanges with

others.
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